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This study projects the importance of ethics in the research process in some humanity disci-

plines in Cameroonian universities. Some humanities researchers often neglect the role of eth-

ics in the research and publication process because they are not researching real life humans. I 

have observed in some defences the paucity of ethics. I have had cursory and informal discus-

sions with some teachers and postgraduate students of History, Literature and Cultural Studies, 

which reveal a second fiddle status accorded ethics. This pushed me to tease through 100 His-

tory, Literature and Linguistics theses in the University of Buea Library after an informed writ-

ten consent. The results called for an urgent need to emphasize on the necessity to consider 

research ethics as mandatory in disciplines in the humanities in Cameroon universities. This was 

reinforced by responses to an online survey of over 200 lecturers and students participants 

who clearly showed ignorance of research ethics essence. The research design was quantitative 

and qualitative and the observation and online survey through whatsapp and email were used 

to determine selected participant’s knowledge and interest in research ethics. The results re-

veal lack of knowledge and understanding of the importance of respecting and applying re-

search ethical norms in some subjects in the humanities in Cameroon? This research is im-

portant in that with the knowledge of what comprises research ethics and unethical practices, 

researchers and post graduate students of the Arts in Universities in Cameroon will be better 

prepared to do and report research ethically and originally. This task is aimed at mindset-

change and awareness creation on the essence of ethical norms in research planning and re-

porting in some disciplines in the humanities in order to enhance research results reliability, 

validity and hence, impact. 
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